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MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT — ELECTORATE STAFF 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural) [10.22 pm]: I thank the President for his indulgence. I know the night is 
moving on, but I would like to concur with the meaningful contribution made by Hon Martin Aldridge in 
reference to cuts to staff and relief staff which will discriminate against country members in the way that he 
succinctly put. I cannot let the opportunity go by, honourable members, especially those on the other side of the 
house. This is one of the savage cuts of this government affecting us. There are hundreds of savage cuts of this 
government that affect all sectors of the community. I would like members to think for a minute that as of 
tomorrow, which I believe will be a bloody day for government agencies in Western Australia when the budget 
is handed down, there will be organisations, government service providers and agencies that will all feel similar 
cuts to their service provision that we have been asked to take. When it is us, it hurts a lot more. I want all 
members to remember that what comes out of tomorrow—the government feeling impregnable tomorrow 
because it has just got in, it can do what it likes—in many cases will be more profound than the effects we have 
articulated tonight in the cuts on us. What goes around comes around in many of these sorts of things. When we 
are passing dumb pieces of legislation that in my view are a cash grab and not put up because they are good 
pieces of legislation, when we are blindly following the line that we have been asked to follow because it is what 
the government wants, I urge members opposite to think in the future about what effect some of this legislation 
and these regulations have on agencies other than their own electorate offices. I can tell members that there is a 
lot of pain in a lot of these service providers and non-government agencies and organisations that provide 
services to our community. I just could not let that one slip. 

House adjourned at 10.24 pm 
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